
Although this spring has 

been extremely windy and 

dry that hasn’t stopped me 

from racing through the 

house at the end of the work 

day to get out in the garden.  

It takes about 10 minutes 

from front door to back and 

that includes changing 

clothes and grabbing a bev-

erage.  I guess I shouldn’t 

have been surprised when 

after at least an hour in the 

yard I discovered that my 

pants were on inside-out.  

You may be a gardener if….. 

I hope you’ve been exploring 

the renovated Brazos County 

Master Gardener web site.  It 

packs a lot of information 

and I’m particularly excited 

about the pages on our own 

Demonstration Idea Garden.  

Let us know what you think 

about it and any of our ef-

forts to provide sound gar-

dening information specific 

to this area.   

 

 

I was pleased that the use of a 

Texas Superstar® rose and na-

tive honeysuckle gave excep-

tional results this spring.  An 

example of gardening smarter 

not harder. 

The calendar may not say it’s 

summer, but it is upon us.  Arti-

cles in this issue were selected 

to help you through what is 

shaping up to be a challenging 

gardening season.   

From the Editor: 

Donna Murray 

Earth-Kind® Drought Preparedness  

for Urban Landscapes 

 

Drought specific articles to prepare for another dry year can be 

found at http://earthkind.tamu.edu/drought/ . 

The Brazos County Master Gardeners have planned informative and entertaining 

seminars and programs so check the calendar on our website at www.brazosmg.com .  

We will continue to add new features and information on our website, so visit it often.  

G.I.G. 
Get It Growing 
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Coral honeysuckle and a Texas 

Superstar, Grandma’s Yellow  rose 
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General vegetable growing:  

Usually May is the time for 

mulching to keep the soil tem-

perature below 85°F. But this 

spring, some days in April 

were record hot and the 

mulch should have been ap-

plied early to compensate.  

 

What strategies could a gar-

dener consider for what looks 

like an exceptionally hot dry 

summer?  

 

1.  If you have a suitable irri-

gation system, the usual 

crops could be started at the 

times listed in the vegetable 

planting guide found at 

http://www.brazosmg.com/

info/vegetable-planting-guide-

for-brazos-county.pdf. Apply 

sufficient water, properly 

space the plants, remove 

weeds, and apply some fertil-

izer before mulching. 

 

2.  If applying water is not 

easy, you could start a 

smaller amount of your fam-

ily’s favorite crops and main-

tain as listed above.   

 

 

3.  Build raised beds 3 to 5 

feet wide and up to 4 feet 

high. These beds can yield up 

to four times more than the 

same area planted in ground 

level rows. Making raised 

beds is an efficient use of 

growing space and is also 

convenient for the gardener. 

Containers on 1 to 2 feet tall 

supports are also more con-

venient for gardeners. 

4.  Be aware that in raised 

beds or containers, if the 

volume of soil is less than the 

plants require, the applica-

tion of water and nutrients 

should be more intense to 

compensate for the differ-

ence.  Vegetables have sur-

prising root depths. 

Roots 1 ft deep: Young 

vegetable plants and broc-

coli, Brussels sprouts, cab-

bage, cauliflower, endive, 

garlic, leek, lettuce, onion, 

parsley, garden peas, rad-

ish and spinach. 

Roots 2 ft deep: Bush 

beans, pole beans, chard, 

cucumber, eggplant, 

muskmelon, mustard, 

Southern peas, peppers, 

rutabaga, summer squash 

and turnip. 

Veggin’ With Elmer  

Elmer Krehbiel-Brazos County Master Gardener 

Dr. Krehbiel has written a weekly article for the Eagle for 

over 14 years and has been a Master Gardener 18 years.  A 

valuable gardening resource, he shares his knowledge for 

growing a productive vegetable garden. 
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“What strategies 

could a gardener 

consider for what 

looks like an 

exceptionally hot 

dry summer?” 

Volume 5 Issue 3 

Elmer Krehbiel sharing 

vegetable gardening 

knowledge garnered from 

years of experience and 

study. 

Swiss Chard growing in a 

raised bed 

http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-planting-guide-for-brazos-county.pdf
http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-planting-guide-for-brazos-county.pdf
http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-planting-guide-for-brazos-county.pdf


beans and sweet corn until 5/5; 

sweet potato slips until 5/20; 

eggplant sets* until 6/10 and 

cucumber, melons, okra, South-

ern peas, pepper sets*, pump-

kin, summer squash and winter 

squash until 6/15.   

* plants not seeds 

 

7. If you plan to wait until the 

fall planting season (begins as 

early as July), now is an excel-

lent time to improve the beds. 

Test soil for: pH, fertilizer and 

organic matter. Then apply rec-

ommended nutrients.     

Veggin’ With Elmer continued from page 2   

 

Roots 3 to 10 ft deep: Ar-

tichoke, asparagus, beets, 

carrots, corn, okra, pars-

nip, Irish potato, sweet 

potato, pumpkin, winter 

squash, tomato and water-

melon. 

 

5.Using trellises, fences, 

cages or stakes on the beds 

for pole beans, cucumbers, 

melons, peas, summer/winter 

squash and tomatoes also 

maximizes available space. 

 

6.It’s not too late to plant. 

Tomato sets* this week; bush 
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“pecan trees ... 

require between 

28-224 gallons 

of water per 

week in July and 

August.” 

G.I.G. 

Gardenline Question and Answer 

Kayron Dube-Brazos County Master Gardener 

Question selected from those ask of the Brazos County Master 

Gardeners that man the Gardenline desk each Wednesday from 9am-1pm. 

Call Gardenline at 979-823-0129 or email brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu. 

Drought Precautions for your Trees 

 

Garden Line volunteers have been busy responding to spring 

gardening and lawn questions. An issue for most gardeners is 

that of water management for trees during a severe drought. As 

many of you have read, Texas is experiencing severe drought 

conditions and as we speak much of Texas is in a high Fire 

Alert.  

 

Lack of rain, low humidity and persistent strong winds have 

made the state a tinder box. The current drought coupled with 

persistent drought conditions over the past 10-15 years has 

placed our trees under  great stress.  

 

Regular lawn irrigation and maintenance is inadequate. For ex-

ample: pecan trees, depending on their age, require 28 to 224 

gallons of water per week in July and August.   

 

For more information go to:  http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/

earthkind/drought/water/. 

Swiss Chard and lettuce 

growing in a raised bed 



I had never had much luck in 

the past growing thyme in the 

herb bed so this year I decided 

to try something different.  I 

had a strawberry pot (the type 

with the pockets that stick out 

around the sides)  that needed 

a “make over” and  I thought 

that thyme would do nicely.  As 

I was standing in front of the 

thyme section at the annual 

Herbal Forum in Roundtop this 

spring, I was amazed by the 

multitude of cultivars.  The 

great number of varieties is due 

to the fact that thyme cross 

pollinates readily.   I had 9 

planting spaces in my pot, so I 

read labels and sniffed my way 

to the final selections: Foxley, 

Doone Valley, Silver, Lavender, 

Rose scented, Orange, Lemon 

Mist, German Hardy, and one 

simply labeled “Thyme”. 

 

Thyme requires lots of sun-

shine and well drained soil for 

successful growing.  Plants 

should be pruned lightly and 

regularly, and after their photo 

op I pruned those in the pic-

ture.  While I was at it, I potted 

up several branches with roots 

at the nodes (the area where 

the leaves attach to the stem)  

to pass along.  Thyme can be 

propagated from semi-woody 

cuttings taken in fall, winter, or 

early spring.  Layering, by peg-

ging down a branch so that it 

touches the soil, is another way 

to obtain new plants, as they 

quickly develop roots and can 

then be cut away from the par-

ent plant. 

 

There are three categories of 

thyme: upright subshrubs (12 

to 18 inches), creeping (up to 

6 inches), and flat creepers (1 

to 2 inches).  The upright 

growers are most often used 

for cooking, mainly because 

the lower growing thymes are 

more difficult to harvest.  To 

dry thyme, gather the leaves 

just before blooming.  Soft 

branches can be dried, but 

leaves must be stripped from 

woody stems.  Although pre-

paring the leaves for drying 

could be considered tedious, it 

was “scratch and sniff” heaven.  

Place the leaves to dry on a pa-

per towel in an air conditioned 

space. They dry quickly so 

don’t try it in the oven. 

 

There is much legend and lore 

surrounding the use of thyme 

throughout history. Among my 

favorites are using a soup 

made from thyme and beer as 

a cure for shyness.  Also, my 

granddaughter will be de-

lighted to know that concoc-

tions of thyme were said to 

help one see the fairies.  We 

may want to look for fairies, I 

think I’ll pass on trying the 

remedy for shyness, but it is 

undeniable that thyme adds a 

wonderful flavor to foods.  

Herbal Highlights  

Thyme 

Thymus vulgaris 

Donna Murray-Brazos County Master Gardener 
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“Although 

preparing the 

leaves for drying 

could be 

considered 

tedious, it was 

“scratch and 

sniff” heaven.” 
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Thyme in a strawberry pot 



2011 Earth-Kind® Roses Named 

Monsieur Tillier and Mrs. Dudley Cross 

 

Page 5 Volume 5 Issue 3 

Monsieur Tillier growing in a  

Brazos County Garden 

“Being well 

suited to our 

southern 

climate, various 

tea roses can be 

found at old 

home sites 

throughout 

central Texas” 

G.I.G. 

Twenty three roses hold the distinction of 

being named Earth-Kind®.  Each of these 

rose varieties has gone through extensive 

testing and have been reviewed by a team 

of horticulturists with AgriLife Extension 

before being designated Earth-Kind®.   

 

The 2011 additions, Monsieur Tillier and Mrs. Dudley Cross,  

are both classified as a “tea” roses and are repeat bloomers.  

Tea roses have a bushy growth habit, bronzy red new growth, 

the scent of crushed fresh tea leaves, and are thought to be the 

product of crosses of R. chinensis and R. gigantean.  Being well 

suited to our southern climate, various tea roses can be found 

at old home sites throughout central Texas. 

 

Monsieur Tillier was originally released in 1891and has double 

orange-pink fragrant blossoms. It can grow to seven feet tall 

with a spread of six feet, so it would make an excellent hedge.  

 

Mrs. Dudley Cross was released in 1907 and has double, yellow 

and pink blend of moderately fragrant blossoms. A compact 

grower, it will reach five feet tall with a five foot spread and is 

nearly thornless. 

 

Although both roses were designated as Earth-Kind®, Mrs. Dud-

ley Cross is considered so outstanding as to be named Earth-

Kind® Rose of the Year for 2011. 

 

For more information on Earth-Kind Roses visit  

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/roses/  

 

 

 The love of gardening  

is a seed once sown that 

never dies .   

Gertrude Jekyll  



Demonstration gardens are places to test, teach and learn.  Brazos County Master Gardeners 

continue to renovate and add to their demonstration garden, the D.I.G.  Funded by the Bra-

zos County Master Gardener Association, donations and in-kind contributions, the D.I.G. is 

a place to see and learn about plants that are best suited for the Brazos Valley, as well as 

composting, recycling, rainwater harvesting, water conservation and more. 

The Master Gardeners  that par-

ticipated in the April work days 

at the D.I.G. enjoyed the florifer-

ous roses (never before have 

they bloomed so profusely) 

along with the bluebonnets that 

insist on growing in the path-

ways and are left there on pur-

pose.   

The vegetables in raised beds 

are producing and the harvest is 

weighed before being donated 

to the Twin City Mission. Arti-

chokes planted in the vegetable 

garden are a striking plant with 

bold foliage and are beginning 

to develop the first artichokes 

of the year.  Plans are being 

made to install drip irrigation in 

the vegetable beds.  It will con-

nect to the rain water harvesting 

system that supplies other areas 

of the D.I.G.   

Parsley and dill planted in the But-

terfly Garden will attract caterpil-

lars, and Native Blue-Eyed Grass 

and Spiderwort were relocated to 

accompany Louisiana irises along 

a drainage ditch. 

Less glamorous but just as impor-

tant tasks, turning compost, 

weeding, watering, and scouting 

for bugs, were accomplished.   

All the efforts the Brazos County 

Master Gardeners willingly per-

form make the D.I.G. a commu-

nity resource for learning and en-

joyment. 

What’s Happening at the D.I.G. (Demonstration Idea Garden) 

Andrea Fox, Brazos County Master Gardener 

Located at 2619 Highway 21,  

adjacent to the Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County office 
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Nest of Killdeer bird eggs 

under the Arboretum’s 

Possumhaw trees.  Last 

count was four eggs. 

The D.I.G. always 

has something 

interesting 

happening.  Visit 

this community 

resource in 

person or on our 

website at 

brazosmg.com.   

G.I.G. 

Watering artichokes in the 

raised bed vegetable garden. 

Weighing vegetable harvest 

before donating to  

Twin City Mission 



The Master Gardener program, open to 

the public, on May 24 th  is òThe Art of 

Creating a Craftsman Gardenó.  The 

Brazos County Master Gardener class 

was fortunate to visit the Miller Farm, 

the subject of the program, in mid April 

and see Charlotte Meyer and Russell 

Millerõs labor of love, the wonderful 

gardens surrounding their craftsman 

style home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 24th Charlotte will be sharing 

how the gardens were created and are 

maintained.   

All gardeners, regardless of style, can gain 

something from this program as the Miller 

farm has a pond, cottage style garden, or-

chard, vegetable garden, herb garden, and 

container gardens on the decks of the 

home.  Literally something for everyone 

with the bonus of garden sculptures 

throughout.  For information on the pro-

gram, see the May calendar on page 10.  

 

 

 

 

Creating a Craftsman Garden 

Donna Murray 

Brazos County Master Gardener  
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In a few weeks we will be 

in the midst of another 

hot Texas summer, one 

coming on the heels of 

last year's poor rainfall re-

cord. Properly watering 

plants during the summer 

tends to be one of the most confusing 

and misunderstood gardening chores. 

Often, ardent gardeners do not recog-

nize inadequate watering until it is too 

late and plants are badly damaged or 

dead. 

'How often should I water?' and 'How 

much should I apply?' are a couple of 

the most-often asked questions from 

gardeners. Since water is both essential 

for healthy plant growth and often 

costly to apply in quantity during the 

summer, it is important to get it to the 

plant's roots efficiently and keep it 

there. 

 

The following are several suggestions 

for easier and more effective watering. 

These techniques apply to all garden-

ing, from shade and fruit trees and 

vegetable gardens to lawns and house 

plants. 

Never water strictly by the 

calendar. We don't drink wa-

ter 'every ten minutes' or 

'every hour', so why should 

plants be watered 'every two 

days' or 'once a week'? Instead, learn to 

recognize dry plants and soil and use 

these as your tip-off for watering. Too 

many factors determine how fast a soil 

dries for us to put watering on a regu-

lar basis. 

When the plants are dry, water thor-

oughly. Water lawns so that the soil will 

be wet several inches down, to encour-

age deep rooting and drought tolerance. 

One of the worst mistakes peo-

ple make in their gardens is try-

ing to 'sprinkle' them each day 

by using their thumb and the 

end of a running hose. Most 

gardeners just don't have the 

patience to stand in one spot 

long enough for deep water 

penetration. 

Water trees by taking the sprinkler off 

the end of the hose and letting water run 

slowly for several hours out under the drip 

line (not near the trunk). Be sure that run-

off does not occur. 

Most plants should be watered in the 

morning. Evening watering increases the 

likelihood of disease invasion, as the ma-

jority of diseases develop most rapidly in 

cool, moist conditions. 

While watering your lawn, try to keep 

water off the leaves of trees and shrubs as 

much as possible. This is especially impor-

tant for such plants as crape myrtle and 

roses, which are troubled by leaf diseases 

which spread rapidly on wet surfaces. 

Symptoms for plants which have been 

kept too wet are about the same as for 

those kept too dry. Roots in waterlogged 

soils die and do not take up water, so 

plants wilt and turn yellow. Try not to water 

a drowning plant! 

Organic matter, such as shredded pine 

bark and composted manure can increase 

water absorption when they are worked 

into our native soil. 

To keep moisture in the soil, use a thick 

mulch, such as shredded pine bark, grass 

clippings or tree leaves. In addition to re-

ducing evaporation, mulches also keep the 

soil cooler and make weed pulling much 

easier. 

Keys to Proper Landscape and Garden Watering 

Dr. Douglas F. Welch, Professor & Extension Horticulturist 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service, College Station, TX 
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Be especially care-

ful to keep newly 

planted trees and 

shrubs well watered. 

Their developing root 

systems are sensitive 

to under- and over-

watering. But again, 

don't drown them. 

 

Always soak chemical fertilizers into 

the soil immediately after application. 

These materials are excellent sources 

of plant foods, but they are also salts, 

and can pull water out of plant tissues, 

resulting in burn, unless they are wa-

tered into the soil. 

Gardeners often wonder what type of 

sprinkler is best. Generally speaking, most 

do a satisfactory job of making an even ap-

plication. However the most efficient and 

effective type is the impact sprinkler (the 

kind used on golf courses and athletic 

fields). 

 

For plants to thrive during the upcoming 

summer months, they will need plenty of 

water, but equally important is properly ap-

plying the much needed water. 

Keys to Proper Landscape and Garden Watering  

Continued from page 8 
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Mike Klym, information specialist , 

Wildlife division of Texas Parks and 

Wildlife  spoke at the April Brazos 

County Master Gardeners program, cit-

ing “habitat loss as one of the most sig-

nificant threats facing wildlife”.   

 

To encourage individuals and commu-

nities to restore lost habitat, Texas 

Wildscapes Backyard Habitat and Best 

of Texas Backyard Habitats certification 

programs were developed. 

 

Goals of the Programs 

Provide food, shelter and water for wild-

life 

Encourage environmental stewardship 

Encourage community participation 

Do this while minimizing the risk of fire 

loss in the urban/wildland interface 

Brazos County Master Gardener, Molly 

Harris, explained in her recent program 

on the subject, that wildlife habitat can 

be created in whatever space a gar-

dener has available from a small patio 

to multiple acres.  Provide the basics of 

food, shelter, and water. 

 

For information on incorporating gar-

dening for wildlife in your space or ob-

taining a certification, visit: 

www.nwf.org/In-Your-Backyard  and 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/wildscapes 

 

 

 

Wildlife Habitat Certification 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardening 101  
Larry J Ringer Library 

Gardening 101 sessions are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month 

6:30 -8:30pm   May 17, 2011  

 Lawn Care and Maintenance  

Mike Chandler, Master Gardener 
Employing Earth-Kind practices to have a beautiful lawn.  Learn to identify 

pest and disease issues and how to correctly apply fertilizer. 

   $10 per seminar     Registration encouraged.   

Form for all Gardening 101 sessions available at brazosmg.org.  

May   

 Events  

G.I.G. Page 10 

 

òThe Art of Creating  
a Craftsman Gardenó 

Brazos Center-Room 102 
3233 Briarcrest Drive   Bryan, TX 

7:00pm -8:00pm   May 24, 2011  

 

Charlotte Meyer and Russell Miller 

Program begins at 7:00pm; doors open at 6:45pm 

(Please respect that a ñfor members onlyò business meeting of the Brazos County Master Gar-

dener Association precedes the program) 

 

Find us on Facebook for event notices 
and items of  interest  

www.facebook.com.brazosmg  



 

 

 

Gardening 101  
Larry J Ringer Library 

Gardening 101 sessions are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month 

6:30 -8:30pm   June 21, 2011  

 Irrigation and Rainwater Harvesting  

 

Jennifer Nations, College Station Water Resource Coordinator 
Correctly using your irrigation system and the capture of rainwater employ 

some to the basic and most important Earth Kind Principles.  
 

   $10 per seminar     Registration encouraged.   

Form for all Gardening 101 sessions available at brazosmg.org.  

June   

Events  
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òSir Joseph Banksó 
Brazos Center-Room 102 

3233 Briarcrest Drive   Bryan, TX 
7:00pm -8:00pm   June 28, 2011  

British explorer and naturalist who accompanied James Cookôs voyage around the world 
(1768-71).  Sir Joseph Banksô herbarium is one of the most important in existence. 

Henry Flowers, Garden Director, Festival Hill 

Program begins at 7:00pm; doors open at 6:45pm 

(Please respect that a ñfor members onlyò business meeting of the Brazos County 

Master Gardener Association precedes the program) 

 

Find us on Facebook for event notices 
and items of  interest  

www.facebook.com.brazosmg  



2011 Brazos County Master Gardener 

Association Executive board 

Officers 

President-MiChal Hall 

Vice President-Nilah Wright 

2nd Vice President-Carol Drees 

Treasurer-Debbie Nelson 

Assistant Treasurer-Leslie Johnson 

Secretary-Sarah Shelby 

Immediate Past President-Roy Vaughan 

 

Committee Directors  

Demonstration Idea Garden-Andrea Fox 

Community Outreach-Robert Moore 

Education-Susan Smith 

Media-Donna Murray 

Youth Gardening-Anna Dean 

Brazos County Master Gardeners is a program of AgriLife Extension.  Extension 

programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, 

religion, disability or national origin.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating. 

If you are interested in sharing our newsletter with a friend or subscribing online 

to the e-newsletter, go to www.brazosmg.com.  Please contact us with comments 

and suggestions, at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu. 
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Brazos County Master Gardeners can help 

you find a knowledgeable speaker on a wide 

range of gardening topics to give a program 

to your club or organization.  Whether the 

purpose of your program is to inspire or in-

form, our Speakers Bureau is a great start-

ing point to find speakers who can educate, 

motivate, and keep your organization on 

the right “garden path”.  Our clients trust us 

to present environmentally sound horticul-

tural principles and practices.   

For further information call 979 - 823 - 0129, 

email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu  

Brazos County Master Gardener 

Speakers Bureau 

Each Wednesday when you call Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County 

at (979)823-0129, a Master Gardener will research your question and 

give you an answer based on the unique garden challenges we face in 

our county. Master Gardeners have gone through extensive training on 

various horticultural topics and are certified to distribute information 

supported by Extension and research of Texas A&M University. It is our 

mission as Master Gardeners to bring you quality, relevant, and accurate 

information on your gardening concerns. So, write down the number and 

keep it handy so when a pesky insect invades or something is not quite 

right with your garden, you can pick up the phone and give us a call.  

Gardenline: Wednesdays 9 - 1 979 - 823 - 0129, email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu  

Gardenline: Your Questions Answered 

http://www.brazosmg.com/
mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu

