
This is the time of year you 

can distinguish the different 

species of trees by the varia-

tions of green in the new 

leaves.  As the leaves be-

come mature there is less 

color difference between the 

species and they seem to 

blend into the same green-

ness.  An awareness of de-

tails can enhance enjoyment 

of the natural wonders 

around us. 

Each day in the garden there 

are rewards and surprises.  

New growth, early blooms, 

and welcome survivors are 

greeted with smiles when I 

take my daily tour.  If I‟m 

lucky I can squeeze in one 

before work and another af-

ter.  Yes, I can see changes 

in that short of time. 

Watch for wildlings that may 

spring up in the yard.  The two 

pictured are from my “catch and 

release” program where I trans-

plant wildflowers that sprout in 

the lawn to flower beds or the 

wildflower meadow area at the 

back of our property.   

From the Editor: 

Donna Murray 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service Soil, Water, 

and Forage testing laboratory has moved. 

An important step in gardening is getting a soil test.  Now 

it‟s even easier to drop off your soil samples at the new 

location of the soil testing lab at the northwest corner of 

Agronomy Road and  F&B Road.  For instruction on how to 

take a soil sample, where to send the sample, or how to 

locate and visit the lab go to http://soiltesting.tamu.edu/ 

or call 979.845.4816. 

The Brazos County Master Gardeners have planned informative and entertaining 

seminars and programs so check the calendar on our website at www.brazosmg.com .  

We will continue to add new features and information on our website, so visit it often.  

G.I.G. 
Get It Growing 

Brazos County Master Gardener Newsletter 

Gardening News for Central Texas Brazos Valley 

Flower bud of Brown-eyed Susan 

and native spring flowering bulbs  

Photo by Donna Murray 
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Every gardener dreams of maxi-
mizing yields, while minimizing 
water, fertilizer and pesticide use.  
Eliminating a lot of hard work 
would be nice, too!  Popularized 
by Mel Bartholomew in his 
Square Foot Gardening (1981), 
and All New 
Square Foot Gar-
dening (2005), 
this intensive gar-
dening method is 
a relatively recent 
variant of similar 
techniques that 
have been prac-
ticed for centuries 
in Asia and 
Europe.  Its space
-saving practices of 
closely-spaced 
planting in raised beds and verti-
cal growing are particularly suited 
to today’s urban gardens. 
    
Square Foot Gardening (SFG) 

does away with heavy 
digging to improve na-
tive soil, over a period 
of many years.   
Raised beds are built 
above the ground 
from frames filled with 
a synthetic growing 
medium, made from 

compost, much like other potting 
soils.  These raised beds in-
stantly create ideal growing con-
ditions for anyone, anywhere, no 
matter what the underlying soil 
type or condition.  Raised beds 
warm up faster in spring and 
provide superior drainage and 
aeration.  Using good compost 
in the mix eliminates the need 
for additional fertilizer.  The su-
perior water infiltration rate and 
water-holding capacity of the 
growing mix, in combination with 
mulching and direct delivery of 
water to the plant roots, saves a 
lot of water! 

 
Through the technique 
of closely-spaced 
planting and vertical 
growing, SFG concen-
trates vegetable pro-
duction in a smaller 
space and significantly 
reduces the garden 
area to be maintained.  
While individual plants 
may be less produc-

tive, research has shown 
that the increased num-

ber of plants will produce greater 
yields per square foot of growing 
ground.  As the leaf-canopy of 
neighboring plants develops, it 
will eventually shade out com-
peting weeds.  Vining and tall 
crops, such as tomatoes, cu-
cumbers, winter squash, melons 
and pole beans are trellised or 
caged, and the plants are kept 
from sprawling on the ground.  
This practice not only saves 
valuable garden space, but al-
lows more light and air to reach 

Square Foot Gardening 

Margrit Moores, Brazos County Master Gardener 
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“Its space-

saving 

practices of 

closely-spaced 

planting in 

raised beds 

and vertical 

growing are 

particularly 

suited to 

today’s urban 

gardens.” 
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Square foot gardening 

concentrates vegeta-

ble production in a 

smaller space and 

mulch in paths elimi-

nates soil compaction 

in planting beds.   

Raised bed frames  

built from 2”x6” lumber 

 

Pole beans and cucumbers on 

wire fence trellis supported by 

metal fencing posts 



The overall reduction of growing 
space makes for a more man-

ageable project, in and of 
itself.  By separating the 
growing beds from perma-
nent walking paths, the 
soil is never walked on 
and compacted.  The per-
petual friability of the 
growing medium results in 
thriving plants and makes 
it easy to plant, weed and 
add more compost be-

tween plantings.  No need for 
heavy tools – a hand trowel will 
do! 
 
Taking protective measures to 
extend the growing seasons be-
comes more practical in a smaller 
growing space.  Cover your beds 
with grow web or plastic to keep 
out marauding insects or protect 
the plants from an early (or late) 
freeze.  Replace these covers 
with shade cloth to extend your 
summer growing season or get 
fall-plantings off to a good start in 
the blazing late-summer sun. 

  
The practices of inter-
planting and succession 
planting in SFG diver-
sify and extend the har-
vest, while providing a 
built-in form of pest con-
trol.  Taking advantage 
of different maturation 
rates and mature size of 
different plants allows 
one to grow different 
crops in the same area, 

simultaneously.  For example, 
one might surround a caged to-
mato, planted in the center of the 
bed, with a mixed planting of 

faster maturing and lower-
growing lettuce, radishes, or 
green onions.  These can be fol-
lowed by warm-season bush 
beans, or a later planting of 
southern peas.  The beans will 
enrich the soil for next season’s 
spinach planting.  In addition to 
deterring nematodes, onions are 
said to repel stink-bugs, and gar-
deners who interplant their 
squash with this aromatic herb 
report to be free of the infernal 
stink-bug plague!   Thus, inter-
planting in SFG capitalizes on 
the mutually beneficial effects or 
synergism between plants.  
Since many pests are specific to 
certain plant families, one type 
of insect or disease is automati-
cally limited from spreading from 
plant to plant or throughout the 
entire garden by mixed plantings 
of susceptible and non-
susceptible crops.   

 

The Square Foot Gardening 
method of growing a bountiful 
harvest anywhere, in a minimal 
amount of space, with less 
costly inputs and without all the 
heavy work, makes for one of 
the most pleasurable activities 
for gardeners of any age and 
agility.   

Square Foot Gardening  

Continued from page 2 
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Filling beds with compost mixture 

4’x4’ raised bed with flexi-

ble plastic pipe frame for 

protective covers 



General vegetable growing:  
Review the Vegetable Planting 

Guides found at  

http://www.brazosmg.com/

index.php/plants-for-our-

region/vegetables for varieties 

and planting dates.  

  

If the soil is warm, that is, 60 

to 75 degrees F.  start some 

of each crop early, and plan to 

make a second planting about 

2 to 3 weeks later, then possi-

bly a third in another 2 to 3 

weeks.  This gets you started 

as early as possible, and is in-

surance against a late freeze; 

then spreads your harvest 

over a longer period of time.  

 

Do not start anymore cool-

season crops this spring! 

 
March: 
Time to start some warm-

season crops – Bush beans, 

Pole beans, Sweet Corn*, Cu-

cumber, Eggplant, Summer 

Squash, Winter Squash and 

Tomatoes.  

* Three or more rows side by 

side for the best pollination. 

 

April: 
  Continue planting warm-

season crops listed for March, 

and start Melons, Okra, 

Southern Peas, Peppers, 

Sweet Potatoes and Pump-

kins. 

 

Mulching 
If the daytime temperatures 

increase to 75 degrees, apply 

mulch around cool-season 

crops to keep the soil cooler, 

conserve moisture and pre-

vent some weeds until the 

vegetables are harvested.      

   

Watering 
Apply water on/or into the 

soil before the plants wilt. 

 

In 2010, Bill Adams, retired 

Harris County extension 

agent, Texas AgriLife Exten-

sion Service and author of  

The Texas Tomato Lover’s 

Handbook (to be released 

March 2011), compared  89 

tomato varieties in Central 

Texas.  His recommendations 

of tomato varieties for half 

pound fruit - Champion or 

Celebrity, medium size fruit - 

Viva Italia, and for cherry size 

- Sungold, Sweet Chelsea and 

Sweet Million. 

http://www.tamupress.com/

product/Texas-Tomato-

Lovers-Handbook,6462.aspx  

Veggin’ With Elmer  

Elmer Krehbiel-Brazos County Master Gardener 

Dr. Krehbiel has written a weekly article for the Eagle for 

over 14 years and has been a Master Gardener 18 years.  A 

valuable gardening resource, he shares his knowledge for 

growing a productive vegetable garden. 

Page 4 G.I.G. 

“Bill Adams The 

Texas Tomato 

Lover’s Handbook 

will be published 

March 19, 2011.” 

Volume 5 Issue 2 

Elmer Krehbiel sharing 

vegetable gardening 

knowledge garnered from 

years of experience and 

study. 



scape.  
Left alone it grows bushy and  

forms a handsome screening 

plant which pairs well with our 

native Red Cedar,          

(Juniperous virginiana), and 

Wax Myrtle, (Myrica cerifera). 

Growing moderately fast to 

25‟, and densely leaved in 

glossy, dark green from 

ground to crown, yaupon 

forms an impenetrable hedge 

and/or wind-break. 

 

Responds well to pruning. 
Lower branches may be 

trimmed up to form a pictur-

esque small tree or specimen 

plant with a single or multiple 

trunks. The trunk has an at-

tractive mottled white bark and 

irregular shape adding to its 

overall beauty. Several (3or 5) 

plants  arranged in a small 

grove give the pleasing appear-

ance of a larger evergreen tree.  

 

Fortunately, it lacks the 
prickly spines of most other 
hollies  
Yaupon‟s glossy, dark green, 

leaves have softly scalloped 

edges giving the plant a fine 

texture for use as a back-

ground in beds and borders. 

Female plants feature showy 

berries which turn bright red 

after frost and persist through 

winter. 

Yaupon (Ilex vomitoria)…   

YO-pon ( Eye’-lex vom-eh-TOR’-ee-uh)  

Roy Vaughan   Brazos County Master Gardener    

A listing of outstanding 

landscape plants for Brazos 

County should have this ver-

satile native evergreen at the 

top. Yaupon thrives year 

around in our soil and cli-

mate, with no serious pest 

problems and little or no 

maintenance. Deer don‟t 

browse it and birds love it 

for shelter and food.  

 

Yaupon grows naturally as a 

thicket under our native 

oaks, prospering in either 

sun or shade. It is dioecious, 

male and female flowers on 

separate plants, with fruit 

only on female plants; no 

need to provide a pollinator, 

there are plenty in the area. 

 

Our most abundant holly, 

Yaupon is tough and de-

pendable even in our heavy 

alkaline clay and saline wa-

ter supply. It adapts to wet 

sites with poor drainage, yet 

is tolerant of drought, wind, 

air pollution and scorching 

heat. Yaupon is cold hardy 

north to USDA zone 7, so it 

is well suited to our USDA 

zone 8b. 

 
Yaupon’s vigorous adapta-
bility is matched by its 
versatility in the land-
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Possumhaw or Deciduous Holly 

Photo by Andrea Fox at Lady 

Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

in Austin, TX 

“Our most 

abundant holly, 

Yaupon is tough 

and dependable 

even in our heavy 

alkaline clay and 

saline water 

supply.” 

G.I.G. 

Native Yaupon Ilex vomitoria   

evergreen with red berries, 

provides interest in the  

winter and early spring  

landscape. 

Photo by Donna Murray 



much like Italian Cypress. 
 

A native cousin, Possumhaw 

(Ilrx deciduas) drops its leaves 

at first frost and female plants 

display bright berries of red or 

orange for an all winter show of 

cheerful color.  Possumhaw or 

Deciduous Holly is designated a 

Texas Superstar®.  See Texas 

Superstar® at http://

www.texassuperstar.com/.  
 

 Tree or shrub, native or hy-
brid, there is a Yaupon ideal 
for most any landscape site.  

Yaupon (Ilex vomitoria) continued from page 5   

 

Continued on page 6 

Nurseries offer a wide 
choice of varieties with 
unique characteristics. 
 

Some cultivars have a heavier 

fruit set and larger berries 

than the natives; others have 

yellow berries; still others of-

fer larger or smaller leaf 

sizes.  
 

The 2‟ dwarf variety features 

a natural round mounding 

shape, another variety has 

drooping limbs for a weeping 

form, and yet another has a 

tight upright growth habit 
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“I would never 

have thought 

about planting 

mushrooms for a 

kitchen garden 

until Gardenline 

volunteers 

received the 

call for 

information 

about growing 

log mushrooms.” 

G.I.G. 

Possumhaw’s (Ilex decidua ) 

 red berries make a striking 

display against the metal 

building at the Lady Bird 

Johnson Wildflower Center-

Austin, TX 

Garden Line Question and Answer 

 

Question selected from those asked of the Brazos County Master 

Gardeners that host the Garden Line desk each Wednesday from 9am 

to 1pm. See page 12 for Garden Line contact information. 

How do you grow Shiitake mushrooms? 
1. Gather 10 to 15 oak logs for the shiitake mushrooms to grow. Water oak, laurel oak 
and sycamore are examples of trees that will cultivate the shiitake mushrooms. Avoid 
pines and red oaks. Make sure the logs chosen are fresh and have not been affected 
with disease and fungi.    
2. Cut the logs 4 feet long and 3 to 8 inches in diameter in late fall, late winter or early 
spring, as recommended by the University of Florida Extension, because carbohydrates 
needed for growth is at a maximum high during these seasons. 
3. Clean the log with a wire brush to remove any dirt or moss attached to the log. 
4. Drill holes 3/8 inch in diameter and 1 inch deep into the logs, spacing them 6 to 10 
inches apart down the log. For additional rows, space 2 to 3 inches apart around the log. 

Planting the Shiitake Mushrooms 
1. Place one shiitake mushroom spawn into each of the drilled holes and seal with 
melted wax. This should be done in the spring after the last frost. 
2. Place the logs in a location that is 75 percent shaded to protect them from the 
Texas  sun, spacing them 2 inches apart on pallets or cinder blocks at each end. 
3. Water the logs with a sprinkler for two to eight hours to keep the logs moist, but no 
more than once or twice a month.  
4. Harvest in nine to 12 months after placing spawns in the logs. You can force the 
mushrooms to fruit earlier by placing the entire log in cold water for 24 hours. Mush-
rooms will appear in about a week. 

For more information go to  http://www.ehow.co.uk/how_7169840_do-grow-

shiitake-mushrooms-florida_.html  and http://www.fungi.com/plugs/index.html.  

http://www.ehow.co.uk/how_7169840_do-grow-shiitake-mushrooms-florida_.html
http://www.ehow.co.uk/how_7169840_do-grow-shiitake-mushrooms-florida_.html
http://www.fungi.com/plugs/index.html


Horseradish has been named 

2011 Herb of the Year by the 

International Herb Society.  As 

with most herbs it has been 

cultivated for centuries.  Early 

Egyptians, ancient Greeks, 

and Europeans coming to the 

new world valued the vitamin-

C rich horseradish as a me-

dicinal herb.  Today it‟s 

known as a culinary herb, add-

ing quite a kick when used.  

The most familiar place it is 

found is cocktail sauce served 

with shrimp.  I found it inter-

esting to learn that the bite 

comes from two chemicals in 

the fleshy root.  When grated 

or crushed they combine to 

form potent mustard oils.  

The fresher the root, the hot-

ter the flavor.  Vinegar halts 

the chemical reaction and con-

trols the heat.  Use it raw as 

these oils dissipate when 

cooked.  Another tip is that 

the flavor seems stronger 

when eaten cold rather than at 

room temperature. 

 

I was curious how it got the 

name horseradish.  Because it 

was grown by the sea, the 

Germans called it 

“meerrettich”-sea radish.  It is 

believed the English mispro-

nounced the word and called 

it “mareradish”.  I could see 

that Morphing to horseradish.  

The term “horse” could also 

have come from it‟s large 

size then add the Latin word 

radix meaning root.  Being of 

German decent I‟d like to 

think the English just couldn‟t 

get their mouth around the 

pronunciation of the word 

“meerrettich”. 

 

If you love the flavor you may 

want to give it a try in your 

garden.  As it is aggressive 

and will not produce plump 

roots in poor, hard, or sandy 

soil, I‟ll be planting mine in a 

large container.  Grown from 

a dormant root, horseradish 

requires full sun and good 

drainage.  I found the root in 

a local grocery store and like 

many times before, the 

checker  questioned me on 

this odd thing from the pro-

duce section, “What is it?”. 

When I ask my granddaughter 

the same question, she at 

least identified it as a root. 

 

The leaves look similar to 

mustard and can be used in 

salad for extra zip.  Harvest 

by digging down beside the 

main tap root and detaching 

a lateral root to use.  This 

may be done in late summer 

or fall.  It is recommended 

that you divide horseradish in 

the winter when this peren-

nial is dormant. 

Herbal Highlights  

Horseradish-2011 Herb of the Year 

Amoraica rusticana 

Donna Murray-Brazos County Master Gardener 
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Not a bone or piece of wood, but 

dormant Horseradish root 



Dale Holecek 

Faye Holecek 

Lesley Johnson 

Linda Jones 

Helen Juzaitis 

 

Master Gardeners-Building Dreams, Friendship & Memories 

2010 Awards and Certification of Brazos County Master Gardeners 

 

Dave Burdett 

Cathy Cox 

Anna Dean 

Lionel Eyres 

Renee Frisbie 
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Molly Harris receiving Bra-

zos County Master  

Gardener of the Year award 

from Charla Anthony,  

Brazos County AgriLife 

Extension Horticulture 

Program Assistant  

òBrazos County 

Master Gardeners 

and Interns 

reported over 

5,742 volunteer 

hours for 2010,   

a contribution 

of over 

$116,000.00 to 

the citizens of 

Brazos Countyó 

G.I.G. 

Brazos County Master Gardeners and Interns reported 5,742 

volunteer hours for 2010, a contribution of over $116,000.00 

to the citizens of Brazos County. This consisted of over 100 

educational program methods, that resulted in 481,257 total 

contacts.  29,000 individuals learned Earth-Kind practices in-

cluding water conservation, landscaping for energy conserva-

tion, appropriate use of fertilizer, reduction of pesticide use, 

and reduction of yard wastes entering landfills.  

 

In February the Brazos County Master Gardener Association 

Certified 15 new Master Gardeners and recertified 56 Master 

Gardeners.  14 were recognized for contributing 100 or more 

volunteer hours in 2010 and 5 Master Gardeners received their 

5 year pin. 

Hugh Magers 

Joan Magers 

Sallie McGehee 

Robert Moore 

Bruce Whitney 

Newly certified Brazos County Master Gardeners 

Master Gardener Intern of the year  
and Master Gardener of the year.   

 

In selecting these individuals, consideration is given to their overall 

contribution as a volunteer and how it exemplifies the Texas 

AgriLife principles of improving people and improving Texas.  
 

Intern of the Year -Sallie McGehee 
Selected from 2010 Master Gardener class-This volunteer has contributed 

in many areas including youth gardening, summer camps, publicity, bylaws 

revision, creating operational guidelines, Gardenline and even shopping for 

supplies and making copies. 

  

Master Gardener of the Year -Molly Harris 
Selected from certified MG‟s-This individual is always eager to learn and 

enthusiastically shares her knowledge and experience with others.  She 

jumped at the chance to join the composting team,  faithfully volunteering 

while learning the art.  She stepped up to revise bylaws and compose oper-

ating guidelines. She efficiently cataloged, labeled and organized the Bra-

zos County Master Gardeners reference library and unpacked, inventoried 

and organized the garden shed.   More recently, she took on the task of 

preparing state awards applications.   
 



Demonstration gardens are places to test, teach and learn.  Brazos County Master Gardeners 

continue to renovate and add to their demonstration garden, the D.I.G.  Funded by the Bra-

zos County Master Gardener Association, donations and in-kind contributions, the D.I.G. is 

a place to see and learn about plants that are best suited for the Brazos Valley, as well as 

composting, recycling, rainwater harvesting, water conservation and more. 

It was only February but the 

DIG was already busy. A dem-

onstration was held on Febru-

ary 12
th

 where proper pruning 

techniques were shown for 

crepe myrtles, roses and per-

ennials. 

The Vegetable Team planted 

various crops for spring har-

vest including asparagus, 

beets, carrots, lettuce, mus-

tard greens, radish, spinach, 

Swiss chard and sugar snap 

peas. All produce will be do-

nated to Twin City Mission in 

Bryan.  

One of our larger projects 

this year is to design, build 

and install a new shed and 

Pass-along Garden. The shed 

will be made to look like an 

old Bryan homestead, and 

will store frequently used gar-

den equipment closer to the 

heart of the D.I.G. The Pass-

along Garden will consist of a 

variety of heirloom plants com-

monly found in Texas. Horti-

culturist Greg Grant, co-author 

with Dr. Bill Welch of the up-

dated and soon to be re-

released book, The Southern 

Heirloom Garden, stopped by 

the D.I.G. to hear about plans 

for the garden and gave his ex-

pert opinion and blessing. 

Thanks to Curt Oliver, our resi-

dent Master Gardener and heir-

loom plant aficionado, bulbs 

already rescued from local de-

velopment sites were planted 

in February to get the Pass-

along Garden area of the D.I.G. 

off to a good start.  

What’s Happening at the D.I.G. 

Demonstration Idea Garden  

Located at 2619 Highway 21,  

adjacent to the Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County office  
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Greg Grant (L) and Roy 

Vaughan (R) visit about the 

future Pass-along Garden 

and shed at the D.I.G. 

òGreg Grant, co -

author with Dr. 

Bill Welch of 

the updated and 

soon to be re -

released book, 

The Southern 

Heirloom Garden,  

stopped by the 

D.I.G. to hear 

about plans for 

the garden and 

gave his expert 

opinion and 

blessing.ó 

G.I.G. 

The vegetable team planting 

Asparagus UC-157 crowns in 

a trench in Vegetable Garden 

Bed #1 at the D.I.G.  See crown 

below. 



With spring just around the corner, lawn 

care is high on many homeowners‟ to-do 

lists. Aeration of lawns is a beneficial main-

tenance practice for turf grass growing in 

the heavy clay soils common in Brazos 

County.  

So what is aeration? It‟s defined as physi-

cally removing cores or plugs of soil, leav-

ing small holes throughout the lawn.  

Our clay soils are described as heavy or 

tight, meaning they contain very little air 

and water moves through them 

slowly.  Some compacted clay soils may be 

virtually impenetrable, almost like con-

crete.   

Such conditions interfere with plants‟ ac-

cess to crucial air, water and nutrients. Wa-

ter and fertilizer are ineffective if they can-

not move through the soil to plants‟ 

roots.    

Benefits 

The holes created by aeration 

provide pathways so water and 

air can easily enter the soil to 

improve root and overall lawn 

health.   

Aerating reduces soil compaction, enhanc-

ing oxygen levels in the soil, stimulating 

root growth and increasing the activity of 

thatch-decomposing organisms. It also re-

duces water runoff and increases the 

drought tolerance of turfgrass. 

One way to determine whether aeration is 

needed is to probe the soil with a screw-

driver. If it penetrates with little resistance, 

then you probably don't need to aerate. If 

you find it difficult to penetrate the soil, 

then you may need to aerate.     

When and how  

Aerate lawns when the grass is actively 

growing, March to April and September to 

October. Heavy-traffic areas with compacted 

soils may require more frequent aeration.         

Choose a day when temperatures are mild and 

soil is moderately moist, making it easier to 

penetrate. If soils are too wet, the process is 

messy and leads to further soil compaction. If 

the soil sticks to your shoes, wait until it dries 

out some before starting the job. 

Although you can aerate with a spading fork 

and plenty of muscle, a power-driven core aera-

tor ― widely available for rent ― makes the job 

easy and fast.    

Before aerating, mark all sprinkler heads, shal-

low irrigation lines and television cable lines to 

avoid damage. For best results, go over the 

lawn twice, with the second pass perpendicular 

to the first.   

Leave the soil cores on the lawn for rainfall and 

irrigation to break up. If their appearance both-

ers you, you can speed up their disappearance 

by raking them into the grass.      

 

 

 

In his Texas Garden Almanac, Doug Welsh, sug-

gests that, “Once plugs are pulled, „top dress-

ing‟ (raking in) with a thin layer of compost 

that falls into the holes will greatly increase the 

lawn‟s ability to absorb water and will expand 

its root system.” I followed this process, and 

my lawn has improved considerably.  

Try it; your lawn will like it: Aeration encour-

ages a deep, well-rooted lawn that efficiently 

uses water stored in the soil.  

 The copyright of this article is owned by Charla Anthony.  

Permission to republish this article in print or online must be 

granted by the author in writing.  

Lawn Aeration 

Aeration gives lawn a breath of fresh air.  

Charla Anthony  

Texas AgriLife Extension Brazos County Horticulture Program Assistant  
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Gardening 101  
Larry J Ringer Library 

Gardening 101 sessions are held the 3rd Tuesday (except March)    
of the month  

6:30 -8:30pm   March 29, 2011  

 Backyard Habitat Gardening;  
How to attract birds and butterflies to your back yard.  

Molly Harris, Master Gardener 
Employing Earth-Kind methods and Texas native plants can provide 

year-round color to your garden while attracting birds and butterflies.  

   $10 per seminar     Registration encouraged.  Form for all Gardening 101 

sessions available at brazosmg.org.  

 

òButterflies 101ó 
Brazos Center-Room 102 

3233 Briarcrest Drive   Bryan, TX 
7:00pm -8:00pm   March 22, 2011  

 

 

Ro Wauer, National Park Service, Retired 

 

Program begins at 7:00pm; doors open at 6:45pm  

(Please respect that a "for members only" business meeting of the Brazos 

County Master Gardener Association precedes the program)  

March  

BCMGA 

Events 
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Brazos County Master Gardeners Speakers Bureau 

Brazos County Master Gardeners can help you find a knowledgeable speaker on a 

wide range of gardening topics to give a program to your club or organization.  

Whether the purpose of your program is to inspire or inform, our Speakers Bureau 

is a great starting point to find speakers who can educate, motivate, and keep your 

organization on the right ògarden pathó.  Our clients trust us to present environ-

mentally sound horticultural principles and practices.  We offer presentations on 

many topics, including those listed below.  

Texas Superstars             Gourds                        Vegetable Gardening  

Home Landscaping             Butterfly Gardening         Turf Management  

Poisonous Plants               Rainwater Harvesting        Pests You Can Conquer  

Container Gardening           Composting                   Propagation  

Color in the Landscape  

For further information call 979 - 823 - 0129, email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu  

 

òWalk and Talkó 
in the DIG  

Demonstration Idea Garden 
Brazos County  

Extension office 
2619 Highway 21,    

Bryan, TX 
9:00am  

Saturday   

March 26, 2011  

Learn about composting in 
this free, outdoor program 

given by Brazos County  
Master Gardeners 



 

 

 

Gardening 101  
Larry J Ringer Library 

Gardening 101 sessions are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
6:30 -8:30pm   April 19, 2011  

 Composting and Vermiculture  
 

Margrit Moores, Master Gardener 
Employing Earth-Kind principles to turn garbage into gardening gold.   

   $10 per seminar     Registration encouraged.   

Form for all Gardening 101 sessions available at brazosmg.org.  

 

Gardenline: Your Garden Questions Answered  

Each Wednesday when you call Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County at (979)

823 -0129, a Master Gardener will research your question and give you an answer 

based on the unique garden challenges we face in our county. Master Gardeners 

have gone through extensive training on various horticultural topics and are certi-

fied to distribute information supported by Extension and research of Texas A&M 

University. It is our mission as Master Gardeners to bring you quality, relevant, 

and accurate information on your gardening concerns. So, write down the number 

and keep it handy so when a pesky insect invades or something is not quite right 

with your garden, you can pick up the phone and give us a call.  

Gardenline: Wednesdays 9 - 1  

979 - 823 - 0129, email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu  

April  

BCMGA 

Events 
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òTexas Wildscape Certificationó 
Brazos Center-Room 102 

3233 Briarcrest Drive   Bryan, TX 
7:00pm -8:00pm   April 26, 2011  

Mike Klym, Information Specialist, Wildlife Division,  

Texas Parks and Wildlife, Austin, TX 

Program begins at 7:00pm; doors open at 6:45pm 

(Please respect that a ñfor members onlyò business meeting of the Brazos 

County Master Gardener Association precedes the program) 



Officers 

President-MiChal Hall 

Vice President-Nilah Wright 

2nd Vice President-Carol Drees 

Treasurer-Debbie Nelson 

Assistant Treasurer-Leslie Johnson 

Secretary-Sarah Shelby 

Immediate Past President-Roy Vaughan 

 

Master Gardener—Committee Directors  

Demonstration Idea Garden-Andrea Fox 

Community Outreach-Robert Moore 

Education-Susan Smith 

Media-Donna Murray 

Youth Gardening-Anna Dean 

2011 Brazos County Master Gardener 

Association Executive Board 

Brazos County Master Gardeners is a program of the Texas AgriLife Extension 

Service.  Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic 

level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.  The Texas A&M University 

System, U.S. Department of Agriculture and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

cooperating. 

If you are interested in sharing our newsletter with a friend or subscribing online 

to the e-newsletter, go to www.brazosmg.com.  Please contact us with comments 

and suggestions, at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu. 

 

Brazos County Master Gardeners 

are volunteers, trained by Texas 

AgriLife Extension in research-

based horticulture, landscaping, 

soil improvement, water conserva-

tion, and other areas pertaining to 

gardening.  Through the Brazos 

County Extension Service, we serve 

our fellow citizens by sharing this 

knowledge in community outreach 

and education – newsletters, dem-

onstrations, youth and adult pro-

grams, exhibits and the Brazos 

County Master Gardener website. 
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