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Gardening News for Central Texas Brazos Valley               Contributing Editor: Donna Murray              

Volume 4, Issue 3                                                                                              May/June  2010  

    

From the Editor; 

Our short season of balmy spring weather is about over and summer temperatures are here.  With 

that, water use will increase.  Iôve already seen water running down the street from automatic 

systems, so make sure you check your irrigation systems and remember that ñoffò is also a 

setting.  The use of mulch canôt be stressed enough to slow evaporation of soil moisture and 

moderate soil temperature.  Garden smart and enjoy working with nature. 

     

The Brazos County Master Gardeners have planned a year that is packed with informative and 

entertaining seminars and programs so check the calendar at www.brazosmg.com .   

New to our website: 

A section on Weeds in Gardening Resources and the Arboretum  brochure can be found under Trees. 

We will continue to add new features and information, so visit it often.    

We invite your comments and suggestions.  Contact us at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu 

 

In this issue 
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× Mexican Plum  page 2 
× Chinese Fringetree  page 3 
× Whatôs Happening at the D.I.G.-Arboretum Dedication   page 4 
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× Hints & Tips-Finding the End of Soaker Hoses  page 7  
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× Brazos County Master Gardener Association-2009  page 12 
× Brazos County Master Gardener 2009 Awards & Recognition  page 13 
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× Brazos County Master Gardeners Speakers Bureau  page 14 
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Get It Growing 

http://www.brazosmg.com/
mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
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                                                                              Mexican Plum at the D.I.G. 

                                                                          Photo by Andrea Fox  

 

A small, native, deciduous, flowering, fruiting tree that announces spring with a 

profusion of fragrant white flowers!  In late summer it bears tasty, tart, red-purple fruit. 

The average mature size is 20 to 25 feet tall and 15 to 20 feet wide. 

 Moderate to fast growth 

 Relatively free of pests and blight 

 Tolerates any well drained soil 

 An understory plant - accepts full or part sun 

 Difficult to transplant from the wild, use nursery specimens 
 

Mexican plum serves well as an ornamental accent tree, or as a background for a natural 

border; it makes an impressive display when several are planted in a grove 15 to 20 feet 

apart. It is naturally suited to wildflower meadows and edges of woodlands, but it is a 

welcome sight in a city yard. 
 

 Year round interest-Fragrant spring blossoms last 7 to 10 days, followed by 

attractive foliage and colorful summer fruit.   In the fall, leaves turn a subdued 

yellow   orange, and when they drop, the tree shows its graceful branching and 

beautiful exfoliating bark.  

 Thorns on newer branches and dropping fruit can be a nuisance. 

 Excellent wildlife plant - Butterflies and bees buzz the flowers, and songbirds 

savor the fruit as do raccoons ringtails, opossums and foxes. 

 Another variety , Hog Plum Prunus regularas is more adapted to alkaline soils 
 

Native Americans sun dried the fruit for winter food and early settlers made a tasty plum 

jelly and preserves, a good example to follow. 

ñThis is the star of our native plums. Our smaller plums form thickets, but Mexican plum 

is well-behaved- a tree to enjoy and treasure for years.ò Sally and Andy Wasowski, 

Native Texas Plants, Landscaping Region by Region. 

                                           

Over the next few issues the GIG will highlight trees planted in the arboretum of the Brazos 

County Master Gardener Demonstration Idea Garden, D.I.G.  The trees featured in this issue 

are Mexican Plum and Chinese Fringetree.  The information was compiled and written by 

Roy Vaughan, President of the Brazos County Master Gardener Association. 

 

MEXICAN PLUM 

Big Tree Plum, Inch Plum 

Prunus Mexicana 

(PROO-nus  mex-ee-KAHN-ah) 
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              Photo by Carolyn Carroll  

 

This gracious ornamental from China grows naturally as a large multi-stem shrub; but it 

can be pruned to a small tree with single or multiple trunks.  An average mature size is 15 

to 20 feet tall and 10 to 15 feet wide. 

 Slow growth but accelerates with regular water and fertilizer 

 Male and female trees  both flower 

 Tolerates moderate drought but needs water if drought persists 

 Usually free of pests and disease 

 Adapts to alkaline soil though it prefers neutral to acidic PH soil 

 Prefers good drainage, but tolerates seasonally soggy soil 

 

Unexcelled, cloudlike apparition of pure white, spring flowers makes the Chinese 

fringetree the showiest ornamental available for Brazos Valley landscapes! 

 Outstanding accent tree, which has a symmetrical canopy 

 Perfect patio tree - showy, shady, ideal size, no surface root problems 

 Spectacular 2 to 3 week spring bloom-pleasant fragrance 

 Glossy dark green leaves for summer shade- mottled grey-brown bark 

 Unremarkable fall color and little winter interest 

 Messy leaf and twig drop  

 Drooping  growth habit will need pruning for underneath access 

 Male tree has larger blossoms and is showier, but female tree bears fruit that 

attracts birds to the garden 

 

ñIt is hard to think of a more beautiful, small 20 foot-tall tree than the Chinese fringetree 

when it is in full bloom.ò Edward Gilman, U.S. Forest Service Fact Sheet ST160 

 

A native fringetree (C. virginicus) is a larger, more subdued species that thrives in  

acid soil.  It may adapt in neutral PH sites, but it will not survive in alkaline soil. 

 

 

CHINESE FRINGETREE 
Chionanthus retusus 

(key-oh-NAN-thus ree-TOO-sus) 
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The dedication of the Brazos County Arboretum was held on National and Texas Arbor 

Day, April 30, 2010, at the Brazos County Master Gardener Demonstration Idea Garden.  

We thank Ms. Janis Atkinsô, Brazos County resident and business owner, who elected to 

make a gift to the Brazos County Master Gardener Association, in memory of her parents 

Ira Lee and Mary Dewees, to fund this project.  

 

This gift funded in part, a demonstration planting of trees recommended for this region, 

on county property adjacent to the Brazos County office of Texas AgriLife Extension on 

Highway 21 in Bryan. 

 

Ms. Atkins selected Extensionôs Master Gardeners because of their mission to educate 

and beautify our community.  Master Gardeners conducted significant research and 

elected to develop a two year project budget for implementation, maintenance and 

utilization of a county arboretum.  Installation of 24 trees by certified arborists began in 

February, 2009 and was completed in March, 2009.  Over a 2 year period, the financial 

and in-kind donations from Ms. Janis Atkins, the Brazos County Commissioners Court, 

the Brazos County Master Gardeners, certified arborists, the Brazos County Road and 

Bridge, Texas AgriLife Extension Agents and Extension Specialists will bring the project 

total to over $50,000.00. 

 

This acquisition not only memorializes Ms. Atkins parents, who were dedicated to 

gardening and preserving nature, but it advances Extensionôs mission of community 

education.  These specimens of recommended trees will be a beautiful, living laboratory 

where Extension volunteers ï Master Gardeners ï have already and will be able in the 

future to conduct on-site seminars demonstrating the value of planting methods, pruning, 

maintenance, and protecting trees.   

 

 

Watch the calendar at brazosmg.com for other on site demonstrations and hands-on 

programs that will be Happening at the D.I.G. 

                                                                               

Access the Arboretum brochure at http://www.brazosmg.com/gardening-resources/trees. 

 

Whatõs Happening at the D.I.G. 

Demonstration Idea Garden 
Located at 2619 Highway 21, adjacent to the Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County office 

 

Demonstration gardens are places to test, teach and learn.  Brazos County Master Gardeners in 2007 

began a renovation of their demonstration garden, the D.I.G.  Funded by the Brazos County Master 

Gardener Association, donations and in-kind contributions, the D.I.G. will be a place to see and 

learn about plants that are best suited for the Brazos Valley, as well as composting, recycling, 

rainwater harvesting, water conservation and more. 

 

http://www.brazosmg.com/gardening-resources/trees
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A food mile is the distance food travels from farm to consumer. Todayôs average is 1500 

miles, which combined with food safety concerns, has contributed to the resurgence of 

vegetable gardening in the United States.  

 

Rose Hayden-Smith, nationally-recognized expert in the history of Victory Gardens and 

youth/school gardening, recently spoke in College Station at the new Texas 4-H 

headquarters about the renewed interest and the historical importance of backyard and 

community gardens. Entitled ñSowing the Seeds of Victory: The History of Americaôs 

Wartime Gardening Movements and How They Can Inform Our Work Todayò, she 

discussed the history of agriculture and gardening, particularly during the Progressive 

Era, World War I, and World War II. Hayden-Smith stated, ñPrograms during this era not 

only increased the United Statesô food security and improved health and nutrition, but 

provided a common purpose for a nation that was at war.ò  

 

Present day gardening efforts, including the White House garden, urban gardening, 

community supported agriculture, and farm to school programs, are examples of the 

revived interest in growing food at home and using locally grown produce.  Ms. Hayden-

Smith reiterated the belief that gardening is an excellent way to increase the food 

security, and amount and quality of food, in America, by ending with this quote: 

 

 " If every U.S. citizen ate just one meal a week (any meal) composed of locally and 

organically raised meats and produce, we would reduce our countryôs oil consumption 

by over 1.1 million barrels of oil every week. Thatôs not gallons, but barrels."* -- From 

Oily Food by Steven Hopp 

According to Hayden-Smith, a garden can help you accomplish this...and so much more! 

Additional History   
From Liberty Gardens, which later became known as Victory Gardens, to the U.S. School 

Garden Army and Womenôs Land Army of America (WLAA), the government 

encouraged home, community, and workplace gardening efforts while appealing to 

Americansô sense of patriotism. Utilizing the powers of mass media, patriotism and 

national defense was linked to health and home gardening with slogans including: 

 

Food Miles & Victory Gardens 
MiChal Hall 

Brazos County Master Gardener 
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These programs were successful in World War I and were reinstituted with even greater 

success in World War II. The U.S. School Garden Army óenlistedô millions of school 

children as ósoldiers of the soilô. During the Liberty Garden campaign, home food 

producing lots in the U. S. grew from an estimated 3.5 million in 1917 to 5.3 million in 

1918, and by the end of World War I the countryôs exports of grain, meat and sugar 

reached three times the pre-war level.  

 

 
 

Hayden-Smith is an IATP/Kellogg Food and Society Policy Fellow and Director of the 

Ventura County (CA) Cooperative Extension Service where she has served as a 4-H 

Youth Development Advisor and Master Gardener Coordinator.  She is a practicing U.S. 

historian focusing on the history of agriculture and gardening.  

 

Her seminar "From Victory Gardens to Urban Agriculture: Join the Garden Revolution" 

is available for viewing online at http://hortsciences.tamu.edu/seminar/hayden-

smith/hayden-smith.wmv 

 

For more information, visit the Victory Grower website 

http://groups.ucanr.org/victorygrower/.  

 

Interested in growing vegetables in Brazos County, visit the Brazos County 

Master Gardeners Association website at http://www.brazosmg.com/plants-for-our-

region/vegetables for a vegetable planting guide and recommended varieties for Brazos 

County.  

 

 

             

About Rose Hayden-Smith   

 ñFood is ammunition. Donôt waste it.ò 

 ñSow the seeds of Victory. Be a soldier of the soil.ò 

 ñTo destroy the food supply is to give comfort to the enemy.ò 

 ñFood for freedom.ò 

 ñPlant to prosper.ò 

 ñThe seeds of victory insure the fruits of peace.ò 

 

http://hortsciences.tamu.edu/seminar/hayden-smith/hayden-smith.wmv
http://hortsciences.tamu.edu/seminar/hayden-smith/hayden-smith.wmv
http://groups.ucanr.org/victorygrower/
http://www.brazosmg.com/plants-for-our-region/vegetables
http://www.brazosmg.com/plants-for-our-region/vegetables
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Compost Bins 
 
Every garden soil benefits from the addition of organic matter and composting is a way to make 
use of  the materials usually available-leaves, grass clippings, fruit and vegetable kitchen scraps, 
to name a few.  Bins for composting may be purchased or constructed and can be made of a 
variety of materials. The compost bins shown were built by Brazos County Master Gardener, 
Molly Harrisôs husband, out of the scrap lumber from their home's construction and were based 
upon the general plans she received during the Master Composter class.   
  
 Each section is 3'6" high and 3' square with screening on the lids, doors, and side ends. The 
doors and lids are positioned so that material can easily be put in, and compost removed from 
either the front or the top. The addition of wheels and a hose rack customize the Harrisôs personal 
composting facility.  Compost bins can range from the very simple wire cage or plastic bin to 
larger more elaborate and attractive bins.  Hereôs proof that composting doesnôt have to be ugly. 
 

                                  

 
To see examples of a variety of compost bins in action, visit the Brazos County Master Gardener 
Demonstration Idea Garden located at 2619 Highway 21, adjacent to the Texas AgriLife 
Extension, Brazos County office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                      
 

                                                                                                   
                                                                                                     

 

In the Spotlight 

If itôs difficult to find the end of the soaker hose in the mulch 

and plants-mark it with a small decorative piece of ñyard artò.  

Depending on the style of your garden, it could be an 

interesting rock, ceramic figurine, or recycled treasure.  A 

personal favorite is inexpensive ceramic turtles about 4ò long. 

HINTS and TIPS  
Finding the End of Soaker Hoses  
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Lantana is a mainstay native shrub found in many gardens statewide.  A beautiful Texas 

native, it is a relatively short, aromatic shrub that thrives in hot and dry regions in full sun 

or light shade.  It grows best in poor sandy or rocky soils.  In winter branches will die to 

the ground, and the shrub reemerges in the spring: flowers will appear on the new wood 

growth at leaf axils and ends of branches.  Berry-like fruits follow flowers.  Each berry 

contains two nutlets, or seeds.  This can be troublesome as birds like the juicy fruits, 

which contributes to the spread of seeds. 

  

New varieties improved by French breeders have created a shorter, brushy habit with 

stalwart early blooming clusters of flowers.  Lantana blooms in midsummer with clusters 

of small red, orange, and yellow flowers huddled together in clusters, as well as varieties 

of pure yellow, red, white, or lavender.  A small deciduous perennial, usually two to four 

feet in height and four feet wide, it is adaptable to most soil types.  Planted in full sun, 

cultivars are heat tolerant and require little care except pruning.  Butterflies are attracted 

to the flowers.  Birds enjoy the deep purple berries that follow flowering. 

  

Popular varieties available to Texas gardeners are:  

 ñNew Goldò, a Texas SuperstarÊ-low growing, golden yellow flowers 

 ñWeeping Lavenderò-low growing or trailing plant, fragrant lavender flowers 

  ñWeeping Whiteò-white flowers and a low spreading habit 

  ñPinkieò compact, pink and cream sterile flowers  

 ñTexas Flameò or ñDallas Redò-orange/yellow/red tricolor blooms, compact bush 

 ñSamanthaò, or ñLemon Swirlò-variegated compact, bright yellow sterile flowers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See it at the D.I.G. 
(Brazos County Master Gardener Demonstration Idea Garden) 

Super Star Bed  
 

Texas SuperstarÊ óNew Goldô lantana incorporates the best improvement made by 

breeders in that it blooms profusely but seldom forms berries.  Thus deadheading to 

continue bloom production is eliminated as is the spread of unwelcome seedlings.  

Another advantage of ñNew Goldò Lantana is that itôs deer tolerant.  ñNew Goldò 

was planted at the D.I.G. (Brazos County Master Gardener Demonstration Idea 

Garden) Superstar bed in 2008 and has performed very well.   
 

         
                                 

 

LANTANA A TEXAS BEAUTY  
Ryan Rychetsky 

Brazos County Master Gardener 

Cut back the previous seasons 

dead stems in early spring. A 

midsummer pruning to shape 

the plant will encourage a flush 

of new growth and blooms.  
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                   Photo by Donna Murray 
 

 

As a fern lover I was instantly attracted to the foliage of tansy sitting in full sun at the 

nursery.  I bolted down the path, a red wagon in tow, as quickly as I could without 

knocking someone down.  ñWill it grow in my garden?ò went through my mind as I 

scanned the information on the tag.  Yes-full sun!  ñDo you want to come home with 

me?ò I ask.  ñI have a back yard that was a cow pasture.  The only shade is from grass 

seed heads.  Youôll love it there.ò I beguiled.  The tansy agreed and we were both happy. 

 

The star of this encounter, tansy, is native to Europe and was used in folk medicine 

because of its antiseptic properties.  Some sources tout it as an insect deterrent, but 

according to Madalene Hill in Southern Herb Growing, ñThe evergreen foliage has a 

camphor fragrance and has a probably undeserved reputation as an ant and fly repellent.ò  

My research sources do agree, that though once used as a culinary herb, it should not be 

taken internally as it contains the chemical thujone, a poisonous component in absinthe.  

Yellow dye can be made from the flowers and green dye from the roots. 

 

The fern-like foliage grows 3 to 4 feet tall and the flowers are yellow button shaped, like 

the center of a daisy.  Blooming in summer the flowers are long lasting and dry well.  Itsô 

fresh flowers and foliage are great in arrangements and a mainstay in my cutting garden.  

Although the original plant that came home with me has ópassedô, tansy spreads by 

underground rhizomes and reseeds, so it has a continued presence in my garden and 

provides many pass-along plants.  Evergreen through most winters itôs on my ñheroò list 

of herbs that can do double duty in the landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herbal 
Highlights  

Tansy 
Tanacetum vulgare 

 

Donna Murray 

Brazos County Master Gardener 

 

"In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt." --Margaret Atwood 
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Dr. Krehbiel  has written a weekly article for The Eagle for over 14 years 
and has been a Master Gardener 18 years.  Heõs been asked many times 
about growing vegetables and heõs sharing tips for your vegetable 
garden.  
 
May /June Task-mulch to moderate soil temperature, reduce weeds, and moisture evaporation. 
Dry grass clippings several inches deep can reduce the soil temperature 25 ° F.   
 
Soil Temperature-To determine soil temperature, use any type of thermometer that will contact 
the soil at a depth of four inches and take the reading at 8 a.m.  Of my thermometers, the most 
άofficialέ has an eight-inch stem and can register from 0 to 220 degrees F.  
 
Listed are the planting-date ranges and optimum range of soil temperature within the planting 
dates for warm-season vegetable crops: 

 

 Bush beans: March 10 to May 5; 60 to 85 degrees  

 Pole beans: March 19 to April 10; 65 to 90 degrees  

 Sweet corn: March 5 to May 5; 60 to 95 degrees  

 Cucumber: March 20 to June 15; 60 to 95 degrees  

 Eggplant: March 25 to June 15; 75 to 85 degrees  

 Muskmelons: April 5 to June 15; 75 to 95 degrees  

 Okra: April 5 to June 15; 70 to 95 degrees 

 Southern peas: April 5 to June 15; 60 to 95 degrees 

 Peppers: April 5 to June 15; 65 to 90 degrees 

 Sweet potato: April 5 to May 20; 70 to 95 degrees 

 Pumpkin: April 5 to June 15; 70 to 90 degrees 

 Summer squash: March 15 to June 15; 70 to 95 degrees 

 Winter squash: March 15 to June 15; 70 to 95 degrees 

 Tomatoes: March 5 to April 20; 60 to 85 ς 90 degrees 

 Watermelons: April 5 to June 15; 70 to 95 degrees 

 

Review the Vegetable Planting Guides found at http://www.brazosmg.com/index.php/plants-
for-our-region/vegetables for additional information.  

Vegginõ with Elmer 
Dr. Elmer Krehbiel 

Brazos County Master Gardener 

 

http://www.brazosmg.com/index.php/plants-for-our-region/vegetables
http://www.brazosmg.com/index.php/plants-for-our-region/vegetables
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Okra is a smart addition to a summer vegetable garden.  Grown worldwide, okra is a tall, 

warm season, annual vegetable related to hibiscus and cotton.    The pale yellow, purple-

throated hibiscus-like flowers are followed by smooth or ribbed edible pods.  The green 

fruits grow erect on 5-7 feet tall bushy plants.  Immature pods are harvested and used to 

thicken soups, gumbos, and stews.  Okra also makes a delicious side dish, and can be 

frozen for later use.  Matured pods can be dried, and seed collected for the following 

year.  A single plant can produce 50-200 pods in a season. 

  

The recommended planting time in Brazos County is April 5 through June 15 and for the 

fall garden July 15 through July 31.  Sow okra seed ½ñdeep after the soil temperature has 

reached 70 degrees; presoaking seed in warm water improves germination rates.  Thin 

seedlings to stand 18ò-24ñapart.  Mulch to maintain soil temperature, moisture, and to 

reduce weeds.   

  

Using pruning shears, snip young pods when 3-4 inches long every 2 or 3 days to 

maintain regular production.  The plants have tiny spines or hairs that may irritate the 

skin of some gardeners, so wear gloves and a long sleeved shirt while harvesting. 

  

Common pests include aphids, sharpshooters, stinkbugs, leaf-footed bugs, cabbage 

worms and cabbage loopers, and fire ants.  Aphids and sharpshooters suck juices from the 

plant, which can cause buds to shed.  Stinkbugs, leaf-footed bugs, and other sucking 

insects can cause pods to grow crooked and dwarfed.  Caterpillars eat leaves, and fire 

ants can damage unopened blooms, causing them to abort.  Yellowing, wilting, and death 

of plants are caused by either verticillium or fusarium wilt.  Rotate crops to reduce soil 

borne diseases.  Information for control of these pests can be found at http://aggie-

horticulture.tamu.edu/. 

  

Varieties recommended from the ñVegetable Varieties for Brazos Countyò list are  

 ñClemson Spineless,ò an AAS winning spineless green pod that will produce in 

56-65 days 

  ñCajun Delightò 

  ñEmeraldò 

  ñLouisiana Green Velvetò 

  ñSilver Queenò 

Other okra varieties for Texas include ñBurgundyò, with burgundy-colored pods in 60 

days; ñAnnie Oakleyò, a dwarf variety at 3-4 feet and great production in 55 days. 

 

 Varieties of other vegetables that do well in Brazos County can be found at 

http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-varieties-for-brazos-county.pdf along with 

planting dates http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-planting-guide-for-brazos-

county.pdf .   

A SUMMER GARDEN STAPLE: OKRA 
Ryan Rychetsky 

Brazos County Master Gardener 

 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-varieties-for-brazos-county.pdf
http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-planting-guide-for-brazos-county.pdf
http://www.brazosmg.com/info/vegetable-planting-guide-for-brazos-county.pdf


 12 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
             

 

The 2009 Brazos County Master Gardener year was busy and successful.  Master Gardeners and 

Interns reported 4881 volunteer hours.  This contribution is valued at over $ 95,000.00!  Our gift to the 

people of Brazos County.   

 

These hours were contributed in a wide variety of Extension educational projects, providing Earth-

Kind research-based information to 4450 clients.   

Programs included: 

 40 days of GardenLine for clients to call and email gardening questions 

 29 Speakers Bureau programs 

 50 newspaper columns 

 10 vegetable gardening workshops 

 11 days of Jr. Master Gardener camps 

 County Garden Show 

 Expansion of our website 

 3 seminars 

 

Texas Master Gardener Awards competition 

  Earth-Kind Gardening 101(6 classes) was awarded 1st place  

 Get It Growing newsletter for the Brazos Valley published for over 600 subscribers received 

2nd place honors  

    

Additionally, we acquired 915 hours of continuing education to maintain Master Gardener 

certification.  The Brazos County Master Gardener Association is nonprofit.  Funds raised by the 

organization are used to host demonstrations and educational programs.  
 

 

Thank you to our 2009 BCMGA officers: 

President ï Suzanne Milstead 

Secretary ï Redith Kiser 

Vice-President ï Roy Vaughan 

Treasurer ï Susan Pugh 

Assistant Treasurer ï Debbie Nelson 

 

                                               

Brazos County Master 

Gardener Association  

Recap of 2009  
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 Brazos County Master Gardener of the Year-Jack Cranford 

 Brazos County Master Gardener Intern of the Year-Andrea Fox 

 12 Interns were certified as Brazos County Master Gardeners.   

 Master Gardener Intern ñRoad Runnerò Award (First to complete 50 hours for  

         certification)-Molly Harris 

 49 Master Gardeners were recertified.  Master Gardeners must be recertified   

         annually by completing 20 volunteer hours and 6 hours of continuing Education. 

 14 Master Gardeners were recognized for contributing 100 or more volunteer hours  

         in 2009. 

 5 Master Gardeners received their 5 year pin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

                                                                                   
Portable Gasoline Containers 

Itôs time for warmer weather and the sounds of lawnmowers, edgers, chainsaws, and 

other small gasoline engine gardening equipment will soon fill the mild afternoons.  

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety (NIOHS) has declared 

incidents when people have been seriously injured from spontaneous fires that 

resulted while filling containers that were in contact with pickup bed liners and cars 

with carpeted surfaces.  The source is static electricity.  The following are 

recommendations by the NIOHS for filling your gas can. 

1. Do not fill gas containers that are resting on bed liners or carpeted surfaces. 

2. Remove the container and place it on the ground a safe distance from the 

vehicle.  This will dissipate the static charge to the ground. 

3. Touch the container with the gasoline nozzle before removing the container 

cap.  This also dissipates the static charge. 

4. Keep the nozzle in contact with the container while filling to further 

dissipate any charge, as the flow of liquid can build a static charge. 

Observing the rules and just being mindful of your equipment and how it works will 

make everyoneôs gardening experiences fun and safe. 

 

SAFETY REMINDERS  
Ryan Rychetsky 

Brazos County Master Gardener 

2009 Brazos County Master 

Gardener  Association  

Recognition and Awards  
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Brazos County Master Gardeners can help you find a knowledgeable speaker on a wide 

range of gardening topics to give a program to your club or organization.  Whether the 

purpose of your program is to inspire or inform, our Speaker's Bureau is a great starting 

point to find speakers who can educate, motivate, and keep your organization on the 

right 'garden path'.  Our clients trust us to present environmentally sound horticultural 

principles and practices.  We offer presentations on many topics, including those listed 

below.  For further information, call 979-823-0129, email brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu. 
 

             Texas Superstars                                Gourds 

             Home Landscaping                             Pass Along Plants 

             Butterfly Gardening                            Propagation 

             Poisonous Plants                                 Rainwater Harvesting 

             Container Gardening                          Composting 

             Perennials for Brazos County             Roses 

            Vegetable Gardening                           Turf Management 

            Pests you can Conquer                         Herbs 

            Color in the Landscape                        Water Conservation 

 

Brazos County Master Gardeners 

Speakers Bureau 
 

Newest Texas SuperstarÊ 

Grandmaôs Yellow Rose 
Read about it at  

http://texassuperstar.com  

mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
http://texassuperstar.com/
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Gardenline:  Your Garden Questions Answered  
Each Wednesday when you call Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County at (979)823 -0129,   

a Master Gardener will research your question and give you an answer based on the unique 

garden challenges we face in our county.   Master Gardeners have gone through extensive 

training on various horticultural topics and are certified to distribute  information supported 

by Extension and research of Texas A&M University.  It is our mission as Master Gardeners 

to bring you qua lity, relevant, and accurate information on your gardening concerns.   So, 

write down the number and keep it handy so when a pesky insect invades or something is not 

quite right with your garden, you can pick up the phone and give us a call.   

Gardenline: Wednesdays 9 - 1 

 979 - 823 - 0129, email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu   

 

  

Q.  What can I do about deer eating newly installed  plants ? 

A.  Not much can be done to deter deer from foraging.  There are plants that are deer 

resistant, i.e. plants that deer donõt like.  A search on the web provided this link 

http://aggie -horticulture.tamu.edu/plantanswers/publications/deerbest.html . 

 

Q. Should I let the leaves on a tomato plant touch the ground?  

A. This should not create a problem.  If you are concerned that fungus or other disease 

might result, pinch off the lower leaves.  

 

Q. What can I spray to kill poison ivy?  

A. Look for herbicide prod ucts  with glyphosate.  Read specific information on the label 

and follow the instructions carefully.  Spray early in the morning when there is little wind  

and d onõt over spray on plants you want to keep.  Wash your hands carefully  when you 

are finished.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can now find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/brazosmg  

 

 

mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/plantanswers/publications/deerbest.html
http://www.facebook.com/brazosmg


 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

  

Good Garden Therapy 
Earth Kind Me thods for Gardening 

Hosted By 

The Brazos County Office of Texas AgriLife Extension 

Master Gardeners 

Brazos Center 

3232 Briarcrest Drive 

Bryan, TX. 

9 a.m. to noon 

Saturday, May 22, 2010 

Get answers to your spring-summer vegetable gardening questions 

and prepare now for a successful fall garden with Tom LeRoy, 

Montgomery County Horticulture Extension Agent and author of 

the Southern Kitchen Garden . 

Learn about ñThe Soil Food Webò, a new model of soil fertility 

and management, from John Ferguson, owner of Natureôs Way 

Resources. This model explains how biological methods 

(and organic methods) work to save time and money 

and give better gardening results. 

Cost $20. 
Remember, ñGardening should be enjoyable and good therapy.ò 

______________________________________________________________ 

Name:___________________________ Phone:_________________ 

Email:_________________________________________ 

No. Attending: ________ x $20= ___________enclosed payable to BCMGA 

Visit our web site http://www.brazosmg.com for information 

Or email us at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu or phone: 979-823-0129 

Brazos County Extension Office 
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Get It Growing Survey Results 
Thank you to those who took the Get It Growing survey.   
 

Positive findings: 

V Overall ñvery informativeò rating of 81%, with many areas in the 90+% range 

V Majority of gardeners that responded use or plan to use EarthKind practices 

V Comments indicate that readers appreciate and look to the GIG for information 

specific to our area 

Some suggestions on what you would like to see: 

 ñinfo that pertains to us suburban óranchersô who have a tiny plot and still want to 

make an impact towards sustainable growingò 

 ñarticles about perennials like the new tree articlesò 

 ñtips on working with different soil typesò 

 ñInformation on local plants and their cultureò, ñPlants for our areaò 

 ñ alerts from Extension on pests or problem plantsò, ñpest control ideasò 

 ñmore of everything and more oftenò, ñmore graphics-shorter articlesò 

 

Your input helps us determine what direction to take that will be the most helpful 

gardening information to our readers.  There are features that we will be spending less 

time on or eliminating, and those that you have indicated are very informative, that we 

will continue.  We welcome suggestions and comments throughout the year.  

Contact us at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 
                                                                     

                      Officers                                      Committee Directors                 Newsletter Team 

      Suzanne Milstead, Ex-Officio                              DIG, Andrea Fox                            Laura Biddle 

         Roy Vaughan, President              Community Outreach, Elmer Krehbiel         Mary Ann Brannen 

        MiChal Hall, Vice President                     Education, Susan Smith                          Kathy Glaze 

        Nilah Wright, 2nd Vice Pres.                      Media, Donna Murray                               Kate Kelly 

            Sarah Shelby, Secretary               Youth Gardening, Peggy Henson                 Donna Murray 

         Debbie Nelson, Treasurer                                                                                    Ryan Rychetsky 
     Susan Pugh, Assistant Treasurer                                                                  

 
If you are interested in sharing our newsletter with a friend or subscribing online to the e-newsletter, go 

to www.brazosmg.com.  Please contact us with comments and suggestions, at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu. 

 
Brazos County Master Gardeners is a program of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service.  Extension educational programs are open to 

all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or national origin.   

2010 Brazos County Master Gardener Association 


