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From the Editor; 

Welcome spring!  After enduring what seemed like endless cold and wet, I finally purchased 

rubber boots to be able to walk around the yard and keep my feet dry.  They are very spiffy with 

multicolored poke-a-dots, but if this acquisition begins a period of drought I promise to burn 

them and get my feet wet.   
 

Thankfully signs of spring are showing and we all itch to get out there and garden.  Review the 

safety reminders to start the season on a good note and build those safety habits.  Container 

gardening is not just for ornamentals, read the howôs and whys of growing vegetables in 

containers.  The Demonstration Idea Garden (D.I.G.) has been a-buzz with activity so look at 

what we are doing to enhance this community resource in the Whatôs Been Happening at the 

D.I.G. feature.  If youôve ever wanted a natural looking water feature then In the Spotlight will 

be a dream come true.  Thereôs more to learn in this issue.  We are here to help and encourage 

you to Get It Growing.    
 

I ask that you please take the survey we will be sending to let us know what you like and 

what improvements we could make to the Get It Growing (G.I.G.) newsletter. 
 

The Brazos County Master Gardeners have planned informative and entertaining seminars and 

programs so check the calendar on our website at www.brazosmg.com .  We will continue to add 

new features and information on our website, so visit it often.    

We invite your comments and suggestions.  Contact us at brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu 
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REDBUD 

 

Cercis Canadensis  Var. texensis 

(SER-sis can-ah-DEN-sis tex-EN-sis) 

 

The Redbud is a heavily flowering, deciduous, native small tree which can grow to 40ô 

(average 25ôT x25ôW).  Naturally an understory plant it can grow in full or partial sun, 

preferring afternoon shade. 

 Moderate to fast growth; relatively short life (Average 20-25 yrs.) 

 Drought resistant, but responds to regular water and fertilizer 

 Few serious pests and diseases (Borers and Leaf rollers. Fungal leaf spot) 

 Easy to grow in any well drained soil 

 Varieties interbreed; there are more hybrids than pure forms with 

variations of leaf shape and flower color. 

In early spring, before leaves unfurl, Redbuds produce luxurious clusters of pea like 

flowers along older branches and along the trunk which stay in bloom longer than other 

spring flowering trees; after blooms come large, leathery, heart shaped, glossy leaves. 

Horizontal branching forms an irregular rounded crown, making a good shade tree. 

It is a showy specimen tree, even more dramatic in groupings spaced 15 to 20 feet apart. 

 Good winter silhouette of interesting branching. 

 Excellent for edges of woodland gardens. 

 Ideal yard tree for single story houses and for courtyards and patios. Its 

roots do not cause foundation damage. 

 Seeds are food for several species of birds, and the foliage is browsed by 

whitetail deer. 

 Varieties include Texas whitebud, Oklahoma, and forest pansy (red-purple 

foliage turning maroon in summer)  

 A heritage ornamental plant cultivated since 1641, its buds, flowers and 

green seedpods are edible raw or can be pickled; excellent in salads or as a 

garnish. 

  ñOf all the spring flowering trees grown on calcareous soils, Redbuds (Cercis spp.) are 

the most cherishedò Scott Ogden, Gardening Success with Difficult Soils. 

Over the next few issues the GIG will highlight trees planted in the arboretum of the Brazos 

County Master Gardener Demonstration Idea Garden, D.I.G.  The trees featured in this issue 

are Red Bud and Texas Mountain Laurel.  The information was compiled and written by 

Roy Vaughan, President of the Brazos County Master Gardener Association. 
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                                          TEXAS MOUNTAIN LAUREL 

Mescal Bean, Colorino, Frigolito, 

Frigillito, Big Drunk Bean 

Sophora secundiflora 

(SOFF-er-uh  se-kun-deh-FLOR-ah) 

 

This harbinger of spring is a native evergreen with luxuriant glossy foliage and intensely 

fragrant, deep violet flower clusters.  It is not in the laurel family but rather a legume.  Its 

beauty belies the fact that all its parts are poisonous. Children and the unaware need be 

cautioned.  The average mature tree is 20ô tall and 15ô wide. 

 Grows in any well drained soil in at least part sun; it prospers best in full sun. 

 When established, it is a model Earth Kind plant needing little care, pest free, low 

water needs, and tolerates poor soil. 

 May need protection from a severe winter in the Brazos Valley  

 A scant root system needs extra care to prevent damage when transplanting. 

 Difficult to propagate, and has very slow growth 

 Relatively expensive due to the difficulty in getting it started, but once established 

it is easy to grow and well worth the expense for its contribution to the landscape. 

 Year round dense foliage with spring color and aroma makes a good screening 

plant as well as a ruggedly handsome specimen plant. 

 Slow growth habit keeps it within its intended space 

 Colorful, fragrant, evergreen of ideal size, shape and tolerance for city locations 

 Perfect for woodland gardens and natural settings 

ñFor drought tolerance, no pests and ease of growing, our Texas Mountain Laurel is hard 

to beat.ò  Paul Groom, Texas Gardening Guide. 

Before 1000 A.D. Texas Indians brewed a ceremonial hallucinogenic drink from a small 

amount of powder from the bean mixed with Mescal (Agave) to communicate with the 

spirit world.  In 1539 Cabeza de Vaca reported use of the red bean used in trading goods. 

A 6 foot necklace of beans could buy a small horse. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may now subscribe on line to the  

Brazos County Master Gardener Newsletter!  
Get It Growing 

Share with a gardening friend, have them go to www.brazosmg.com and 

subscribe to receive GIG hot off the press. 

http://www.brazosmg.com/
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The short answer its-lots.  Master Gardeners turned out Feb 13 despite the cold weather 

and accomplished much of the ñto doò list.  That included pruning the roses in the Earth-

Kind Rose Trial Garden.  This was no light task because as a requirement of the 

statewide trial they had received no pruning since they were planted in 2007.  Having 

been given their final evaluation, the roses, some taller than the Master Gardeners, were 

pruned.  Many of the bushes will be relocated and this area of the D.I.G. will receive a 

makeover. 

        
 

 

 

 

         
 

      
 

Whatõs Happening at the D.I.G. 

Demonstration Idea Garden 
Located at 2619 Highway 21, adjacent to the Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County office 

 

Demonstration gardens are places to test, teach and learn.  Brazos County Master Gardeners in 2007 

began a renovation of their demonstration garden, the D.I.G.  Funded by the Brazos County Master 

Gardener Association, donations and in-kind contributions, the D.I.G. will be a place to see and 

learn about plants that are best suited for the Brazos Valley, as well as composting, recycling, 

rainwater harvesting, water conservation and more. 

 

The raised bed vegetable 

garden had 2 new beds built 

and the existing ones were 

prepared for new plantings.   

 

Existing compost bins were 

relocated to the area behind the 

vegetable garden to facilitate 

the Veggie Teamôs use of the 

black gold (compost) that will 

be produced. This will also be 

a demonstration area for 

different types of compost bins 

and how they work. 
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Pruning perennials to ready them for spring growth was performed as well as cleaning 

out spent vegetation and everyoneôs all time favorite garden task-weeding. 

                                                  

The public was invited to a program and demonstration on pruning lead by Charla 

Anthony, Brazos County AgriLife Extension Horticulture Assistant.  Tools, reasons, and 

methods of pruning perennials and Crape Myrtles were discussed.   

                                 
 

Watch the calendar at brazosmg.com for other on site demonstrations and hands-on 

programs that will be Whatôs Happening at the D.I.G. 

                                                                                           

Gardenline:  Your Garden Questions Answered  
Each Wednesday when you call Texas AgriLife Extension, Brazos County at (979)823 -0129,   

a Master Gardener will research your question and give you an a nswer based on the unique 

garden challenges we face in our county.   Master Gardeners have gone through extensive 

training on various horticultural topics and are certified to disseminate information 

supported by Extension and research of Texas A&M Univers ity.  It is our mission as Master 

Gardeners to bring you quality, relevant, and accurate information on your gardening 

concerns.   So, write down the number and keep it handy so when a pesky insect invades or 

something is not quite right with your garden, you can pick up the phone and give us a call.   

Gardenline: Wednesdays 9 - 1 

 979 - 823 - 0129, email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu    

New pathways have been laid 

out to take visitors around the 

garden site and view the variety 

of trees that have been planted.  

The walkways should be 

completed before the dedication 

of the Arboretum later this 

spring. 

mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
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      A Babbling Brooke Runs Through It 

(or, at least, in front of the house) 
 

 
 

Master Gardener Tony Scanapico had always dreamed of having a stream flowing across 

his property in front of his house. The idea of sitting on a front porch, sipping a glass of 

wine, watching and hearing the sounds water and the frogs on the banks had always been 

seen as the ideal way of life. But, while living in suburbia that would never be. When he 

and his wife Kay moved to Round Top and built their 1890s Texas prairie style 

farmhouse, the dream came true.  

 

Soon after moving in they noticed how water from the acreage behind and to the south of 

the house was flowing to the front of the property and discussed how that flow could be 

diverted into the pond. After considering the options Tony started researching building a 

dry streambed, going to seminars and visiting gardens to see how others had installed 

them. While visiting a number of gardens, the idea of a recirculating stream developed 

and the research moved in that direction. It seemed feasible and construction began. 

 

The streambed was laid out from the water well, as a source of electricity to run the pump 

used to recycle the water, to the pond, incorporating the area in front of the house where 

most of the run off was occurring. By putting the stream in that area, it would catch the 

runoff water and carry it to the pond. 

In the Spotlight 


